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HOTLINE 
Reaching Goals to Better Others 
Written by Dayna Cohen 

  One of my goals is to better our education as future Registered Nurses.  Equality is imperative in our 

nursing programs.  Yes, some programs are shorter or longer than others, however the quality of each 

program should not be less.  We, as future nurses deserve equal preparation. 

  This past April, I presented a resolution at the National Student Nurses’ Association’s (NSNA) Annual 

Convention entitled In Support of Encouraging a Short Peripheral Catheter Access Curricu-

lum for all Undergraduate Nursing Programs. The resolution was passed by the House of Dele-

gates and will be sent to multiple professional nursing associations promoting the concept.  Undergradu-

ate nursing students across the country receive varying education related to infusion and vascular ac-

cess therapy (Freeland & Dempsey, 2014).  Alexandrou et al., 2012 explained education on short periph-

eral vascular access is imperative to ensure competency before entering the workforce.  Vascular access 

is one of the most common invasive procedures practiced by nurses, especially short peripheral catheter 

access (Vizcarra et al., 2013).  This procedure, if done incorrectly throughout preparation, placement, du-

ration and post procedure can be detrimental to the patient, the hospital, and the nurse.  Short peripheral 

catheter access has the potential to create physical, economic, and legal predicaments (Dychter et al., 

2012).  Prevention of these complications begins with us as future nurses; we need to be equipped and 

ready to provide quality vascular access care to our patients. 

  Hopefully my resolution will influence the two most nationally recognized vascular access organiza-

tions, Association of Vascular Access (AVA) and Infusion Nurses Society (INS), to collaborate and create 

a standardized curriculum model.  Meanwhile, my professor, Dr. Comeaux, DNP, ARNP/PNP, CRNI, and 

I will be traveling to Dallas, Texas this September to present the concept of this resolution at the AVA 

2015 Annual Scientific Meeting.  We are also planning to submit an abstract of the concept to be consid-

ered for an ePoster presentation at the 2016 INS Annual Convention and Industrial Exhibition in Ft. 

Lauderdale, Florida next spring.  By presenting at these conferences my hopes are for the organizations 

to begin working in partnership towards the resolution.   

  Additionally, I would like to reach all nursing students (especially those who were unable to attend the 

63rd annual NSNA convention) by writing an article for Imprint on the importance of developing a stand-

ardized infusion therapy curriculum with a 

focus on short peripheral catheters.  To be 

proactive is the solution to this resolution. 

  I would like thank Dr. Comeaux for the 

inspiration and endless support she has 

provided me with this resolution. 

(References available upon request) 

Dayna speaking to her       

Resolution during the 63rd  

Annual NSNA Convention 

Resolution Hearing 
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  The founder of the Forget-Me-Not Campaign, Sharee Castillo, has been an 

active advocate for The Alzheimer's Association for the past four years. It is a cause 

near to her heart because her grandfather is suffering with this disease. Her grand-

mother and mother are his primary caretakers and she sees the constant struggle and 

strain this places on their lives. Her “Papa” is in the end stage of Alzheimer's and does 

not know his friends, daughters, or his beloved wife of 65 years. 

  Alzheimer's Disease is the sixth leading cause of death in the United States. The 

disease kills more people every year than breast and prostate cancer combined. It is 

also the only disease in the top 10 that cannot be slowed or cured. This disease is of-

ten overlooked because it is viewed as an “old person's disease.” The truth is, people can be diagnosed with early on-

set Alzheimer's Disease as young as age 30. Alzheimer's Disease is also extremely hard on the caregivers. Many 

caregivers are spouses or children of the patient with Alzheimer's and often, patients exhibit symptoms of agitation, 

confusion,and even combativeness.  

  The idea for the Forget-Me-Not Campaign began with a team building exercise at FNSA pre-convention in Septem-

ber 2014. With the ALS ice bucket challenge as an inspiration, we created a call to action by asking others help to 

help promote Alzheimer's Disease awareness, support in the form of donations and research towards a cure for Alz-

heimer's Disease, and support for the caregivers of those with Alzheimer's Disease. This mission can be carried out 

by sharing research based facts, personal stories, and shout-outs to those they support with Alzheimer's in a video 

with our tag, #ForgetMeNot 

  The Forget-Me-Not Campaign has teamed up with the Florida Nursing Student's Association as a state wide com-

munity health project for the 2014-2015 year. At FNSA Convention in October, there will be a talent show, “Hilarity for 

Charity,” to raise money for The Alzheimer's Association via The Forget-Me-Not Campaign. A portion of the conven-

tion t-shirt sales will also be donated to the campaign as well. We will be launching a state wide Walk to End Alzhei-

mer's team for all FNSA chapters as well. Please visit our Facebook page to stay up to date with what the campaign is 

doing and to share your #ForgetMeNot!  

 

                                              Submitted by: Sharee Castillo 

THE CAUSE 

The Forget-Me-Not Campaign aims to bring     
awareness to the Alzheimer’s Disease  
And is the featured cause for the 2015 FNSA Convention 

http://projects.universitytees.com/14334.html
http://projects.universitytees.com/14334.html
http://www.facebook.com/forgetmenotcampaign
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A LOOK AT FLORIDA RESOLUTIONS PASSED  

 Congratulations to all resolution authors! This year forty-nine resolutions were adopted 
by NSNA, six of which were proposed by Student Nursing Associations in Florida. 

√ IN SUPPORT OF ENCOURAGING A SHORT PERIPHERAL CATHETER ACCESS CURRICULUM FOR ALL UN-

DERGRADUATE NURSING PROGRAMS Submitted by: University of North Florida, Jacksonville, FL   

√ IN SUPPORT OF INCREASED SPINAL MUSCULAR ATROPHY AWARENESS AND EDUCATION Submitted 

by: University of Central Florida, Orlando, FL  

√ INCREASED AWARENESS OF COMMUNITY IMMUNITY THROUGH EDUCATION AND PROMOTION OF 

SCHOOL-LOCATED INFLUENZA VACCINATION PROGRAMS Submitted by: University of Florida Nursing 

Student Association, Gainesville, FL  

√ IN SUPPORT OF MENTORING PROGRAMS TO IMPROVE NURSING STUDENTS’ OVERALL WELLNESS IN 

SUPPORT OF MENTORING PROGRAMS TO IMPROVE NURSING STUDENTS’ OVERALL WELLNESS Sub-

mitted by: Valencia College Nursing Student Association, Orlando, FL  

√ IMPLEMENTING TRAINING FOR NURSING STUDENTS ON BULLYING AWARENESS AND INTERVENTION 

STRATEGIES Submitted by: Barry University, Miami Shores, FL; Hunter Bellevue School of Nursing, New 

York, NY  

√ INCREASING AWARENESS OF NURSING STUDENT TOBACCO PRODUCT INITIATION, USAGE AND 

PROVIDING SAFE, EFFECTIVE CESSATION EDUCATION Submitted by: Nursing Student Association of 

Keiser Melbourne, Melbourne, FL  

 

For an entire list of passed 2015 NSNA resolutions and to read each resolution in its entirety, 

visit the NSNA Resolution index. 

 

Special recognition for the 2014-2015 NSNA award recipient for “Empowering Resolutions”  

The University of Central Florida Student Nurses’ Association, Orlando, FL   

http://www.nsna.org/Resolutions/ResolutionsIndex.aspx
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MOMENTS FROM THE 63RD NSNA ANNUAL CONVENTION 

 Congratulations to Sabrina Lozier and Jae Lim for being elected Imprint Editor and Break-

through to Nursing Director, respectively, for the 2015-2016 NSNA Board of Directors! Both 

are also seated on the NSNA Image of Nursing Committee. And congratulations to Marlen 

Lukatsky for being chosen by NSNA to present on the topic of Global Initiatives.  
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A CHANCE TO BREAK OUT OF YOUR SHELL 

FNA’s candidate endorsements  

 

CLICK ME for the inside scoop 
about the 2015 FNSA         

Convention! 

http://www.floridanurse.org/editorFiles/fnpac%202014%20general%20election%20endorsements.pdf
http://www.fnsaconvention2015.com/
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June 27th — FNSA Board Meeting* 

August 1st—FNSA Leadership Retreat 

August 15th– FNSA Board Meeting* 

September 11th & 12th — FNSA Pre-Convention  

October 3rd– FNSA Board Meeting* 

October 22nd-24th — FNSA Convention 

 

*FNSA Board meetings are open to the public. They begin at 11am. 

Those who attend are encouraged to be involved with the meeting. 

Meetings are held at FNA headquarters:   

1235 East Concord Street, Orlando, Florida. 

 IMPORTANT DATES   
COMING UP: 

Hotline Editor: Kathleen Hayes 

 

We’ll see you there! 

Visit the FNSA website 

for up to date FNSA 

events and contact       

information. 

http://www.fnsa.net/
http://www.fnsa.net/
http://www.fnsa.net/
http://www.fnsa.net/

