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As nursing students, we get the freedom to circulate through many units and see many different 

kinds of technology used in the hospital.  We think in everyday life we use a lot of technology to 

get through the day – cell phones, iPods, TV, radios, laptops – anything we do involves something 

you have to put batteries in or charge up.  Take a moment to look around a hospital.  Our patients 

have increased their survival rate with every increase in technology.  What do you use the most?  

What has made your life easier in the hospital?  What helps patients the most?  It’s exciting that 

everyday there is something new being invented to help our patients too!  In this issue, the FNSA 

board would like to share some of their favorite technologies that they have encountered.  
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The one thing that I like is the new electronic 

handheld MARS.  What a great way to reduce 

medical errors.  I like how they make you follow 

the steps of medication administration so there is 

no shortcut where an error could occur.  The only 

downfall is in what a person chooses to use for a 

patient identifier.  You are supposed to scan the 

patient armband and not their chart.  I am glad to 

see that hospitals are implementing a change in the 

armband numbering so that if a chart is scanned it 

will not login to the patient. This is a needed 

measure because if some are scanning charts and 

not armbands this shortcut could cause a med 

error on the wrong patient. Exactly what the 

system is designed to prevent! It is amazing how 

far handheld technology has come. 

Lori Wagner 

2
nd
 Vice President 

FNSAconvention@yahoo.com 

 

When I was reading through an issue 

of National Geographic, I got 

introduced to a new prosthetic device 

that uses a person’s own nerve 

control instead of chin-controlled 

levers and heavy materials.  Now those 

who have lost a limb can maintain 

functionality by behaving as if they 

never lost the limb at all!  It works 

by attaching electrodes to nerve 

endings in the stub and re-training 

your brain to work with the technology 

to make the bionic attachment move.  

Those who have used it say that it’s as 

if they never lost a limb at all and 

they can do things just like they used 

to.  It obviously is still in the works 

and isn’t seen regularly in hospitals, 

but I just thought the creation was so 

awesome!   

Becca Slone 

Corresponding Secretary 

FNSAcorrespondingsec@yahoo.com 

 The summer is here, finally 

allowing us nursing students to make 

more time for FNSA activity planning. 

Begin planning your goals for the fall 

semester. What are your BTN plans for 

this summer? There are various ways to 

get our youths interested in a nursing 

career. A good place to start is at all 

the youth summer camps and youth groups. 

Try contacting your local YMCAs, 

elementary schools, and churches about 

speaking to their groups. Most 

organizations are always looking for ways 

to fill their long summer days—a BTN 

presentation may be more than welcome! 

Balance out your presentations and also 

make an impact on incoming college 

students. Universities are currently 

holding freshman orientations, so take 

advantage! This is a great opportunity to 

get the word out to these eager students 

assign a couple nursing students to each 

orientation with a small presentation 

ready about your school of nursing.   

Bridget Linnehan 

Region 3 Director/ BTN Chair 

FNSA_region3@yahoo.com 

 

 

 Technology is an integral part of our everyday 

lives. Websites, mobile apps for iPhone and other 

cellular devices, and advanced software for 

simulations are just a few of the technological 

advances that we as nursing students may use every 

day and not even realize the impact it has on our 

learning experience. Have you ever been without your 

textbook and needed to know what a drug was used 

to treat or the side effects it may have, so you 

googled it on your phone? Technology can influence 

higher education and make it much more accessible in 

today’s fast-paced environment. Students have busy 

lives with many obligations outside of school, so being 

able to utilize all available time to study helps 

balance school and home responsibilities - study A&P 

while standing in line, memorize drug facts while at 

the gym, and learn disease processes while sitting in 

your car.  

Dana Mclean 

Region 4 Director/ Resolutions Chair 

FNSA_region4@yahoo.com 
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 One of the most impressive advances in health care technology is the electronic Medication 

Administration Record (eMAR). There are many different companies that distribute the eMAR systems 

and all of the systems that I have seen so far provide increased safety measures for our patients. 

The Medication Administration Process Using eMAR (according to Meditech’s eMAR system) is as 

follows: 

 A Physician writes the order, which is sent to the Pharmacy.  

 A Pharmacist enters the order in Meditech and bar codes the medication and distributes them  

 The nurse views the eMAR screen and reviews the patient's medication list 

 eMAR alerts the nurse about the next dose due, overdue doses, or cautions about medications  

 Nurse takes the cart to the patient, scans the medication and the patient's wristband.  

 At admission to a given hospital, all patients are given bar coded ID bracelets to be used for 

identification. The nurse scans a patient's bracelet at the bedside before medications are administered. 

If the nurse scans the wristband and medication, and the software detects a medication interaction, 

incompatibility or allergy, the eMAR system alerts the nurse. It also prompts the caregiver to check 

clinical information related to certain medications. 

 Eric G. Poon, M.D., of Harvard Medical School in Boston, and colleagues conducted a quasi-

experimental study of hospital errors in medication order transcription and administration both before 

and after a bar-code electronic medication-administration system (bar-code eMAR) was established in 

an academic medical center. On units not using the bar-code eMAR, the researchers found a non-

timing medication administration error rate of 11.5 percent compared with an error rate of 6.8 percent 

on units using the system. Potential adverse events not related to timing errors were halved, from 3.1 

to 1.6 percent with bar-code eMAR. Timing errors in medication administration decreased by 27.3 

percent with the use of bar-code eMAR; adverse events associated with timing errors did not 

significantly change. Errors in transcription of medication orders occurred at a 6.1 percent rate on 

units without bar-code eMAR but decreased to zero on units with bar-code eMAR. 

 Carolyn Mollo 

Region 5 Director/ Communications Chair 

FNSA_region5@yahoo.com 

 

 I have only read about, but look forward to using, 

the new closed IV catheter systems designed to reduce 

healthcare workers' risk of needle stick injuries and 

minimize blood exposure. One company that is 

manufacturing this product is Becton, Dickinson and 

Company. BD product, NexivaTM system is designed to 

reduce insertion attempts and limit healthcare workers' 

exposure to blood with its innovative blood-containment 

system that helps minimize blood leakage from the 

catheter hub. This is an all-in-one system designed to 

simplify the IV process and prevent blood exposure to the 

medical staff. I encourage everyone to continue to read 

up on new products and procedures that could be adapted 

into their work places. It’s interesting to think about how 

far technology has come and it will be interesting to see 

where it all goes. 

Stefan DeSimone 

Region 6 Director/ Legislation Chair 

FNSA_region6@yahoo.com 

 

The hospitals in my area are in various 

stages of transition into the new era, 

Electronic Medical Records.  Though 

some students have never seen EMRs 

and others have been exposed to 

nothing but EMRs, I have had the 

opportunity to learn with both. One of 

our clinical facilities uses nothing but 

paper, with the other using nothing but 

EMRs.  Some look at EMRs or paper 

documents as a part of their everyday 

experience and take advantage of the 

one they’re exposed to.  There are 

advantages and disadvantages to both 

and it is up to the individual nurse to 

decide what they like best, and adapt to 

the method the facility chooses.  

Shelby Jones 

Region 7 Director/ Community Health 

FNSAregion7@yahoo.com 
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FREE, FREE, FREE! 

FNA values nursing students and new grads and wants you to become part of your professional 

association.  In today’s economic climate, FNA would like to be sure that students and new grads have 

every opportunity to learn about the nursing industry and get involved.  Here are some FREE and EASY 

ways to get involved with FNA! 

 

FREE Student Day at FNA Membership Assembly 

Don’t forget, the FNA Membership Assembly will be held at the Hilton Orlando, September 24 and 25, 

in conjunction with the FNSA Pre-Convention Meeting.  Friday, September 24
th
 is traditional student 

day and is absolutely free for students!  Plan on attending the FNA Membership Assembly to learn 

more about the association, learn about nursing issues and network with nurses, your future colleagues. 

 

FREE Membership 

One of the most valuable resources that FNA can offer is one year of free membership to FSNA 

members who have just graduated.  It’s easy to take advantage of this offer.  Just visit floridanurse.org 

and click to get to the online membership application.  When you are filling out the application, select 

the ―Free Membership Dues‖ payment plan and use promo code FNSA0001.   

 

FREE Webinar From FNA 

FNA was pleased to offer a free webinar for students and new grads on June 23
rd
.  FNA Member, 

Marjorie Hider, RN, led a discussion on targeted ways to deal effectively with the challenges of 

becoming a nurse and entering the workforce.   

 

FNA would like to possibly continue offering free webinars to nursing students and new grads.  What 

topics would you like to learn more about?  Email your ideas to conferences@floridanurse.org.  You 

never know, your topic may be chosen for the next free webinar! 

 

Health Literacy Logo Contest 

Health literacy is the ability to find, understand and use health information and services to make 

appropriate health decisions and act on health information. It is more than reading and writing, it also 

includes listening, speaking clearly, calculating basic math, using basic measures, and bridging cultural 

barriers.  At the 2009 FNA Convention, FNA members voted to support a reference proposal in support 

of educating nurses and consumers about health literacy. 

 

In an effort to meet these goals, a FNA Health Literacy committee has been created and they would 

like to reach out to nursing students for assistance.  FNA would like to create a logo for the Health 

Literacy Committee so that all health literacy outreach can be associated with FNA.  Do you have a 

fabulous idea for a FNA Health Literacy logo?  If so, please email your logo submission to 

conferences@floridanurse.org by August 25
th
.  The logo winner will be announced at the FNA 

Membership Assembly in September and in the December issue of The Florida Nurse. 

 

FNA Updates 

Want to know what else FNA is up to?  Here are some easy ways to keep track of FNA initiatives: 

 Like FNA on Facebook at facebook.com/floridanursesassociation 

 Follow FNA on Twitter at twitter.com, keyword FLNurses 

 Become a friend on FNA on MySpace at myspace.com/floridanursesassociation 

-- By: Leah Nash from FNA 
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News: 

 There is FREE CAPS training held on student day at the FNA Convention!  For 

those of you who don’t know, CAPS stands for Childhood Amblyopia Prevention 

Screening.  Amblyopia, also known as lazy eye, is a problem with the brain and not 

the eye.  Early screening can mean early treatment!  Get involved! 

 Next FNSA meeting is August 21
st
 at 11:00AM 

 September 25
th
 – Preconvention 

 FNA Student Day – September 25
th
  

 Convention - October 27-30, 2010 

 2010 MidYear Conference November 4 -7, 2010  

 We are STILL collecting pennies prn now and during convention! 

 Fundraising Idea: National Littmann Stethoscope Fundraising Program from Standris. 

This program offers a no cost to you fundraising program. If you are interested 

please call 1-800-297-4721 www.standris.com.  Any other ideas, contact Dudley 

Deshommes!  There might even be points for chapter of the year involved if they’re 

good! 

 

Chapter Spotlight 
Congratulations, Lake-Sumter Community College!  They raised over $1000 for Relay for Life this year 

and participate in several other activities encouraging the ideals nursing stands for every day! 

 
 

 

 

 


