Breakthrough to Nursing
BTN
Hello future nurses!
I wanted to provide a more in depth description of what BTN entails for those of you who may be a little bit confused on what direction to take your local BTN committee in. Hope this is helpful!
As always, if I can help in anyway, feel free to contact me!
What is BTN?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Breakthrough to Nursing is a committee, which was formed to increase the number of students who apply for and graduate from nursing school. Over the years, its goal of attracting minorities to the profession has expanded to include men, physically challenged students, economically and educationally challenged students and in general to increase the recruitment of the non-traditionally represented student. 
How can we start a committee on our campus?
Log on to NSNA.org (or the link below) and click on the “Guidelines for Planning- Breakthrough to Nursing” link which provides step- by-step instructions on how to start a committee. Also, refer to the NSNA handbook “Getting the Pieces to Fit” for further specifics. 
http://www.nsna.org/ProgramActivities/BreakthroughtoNursing.aspx 
NSNA also provides a video to help with the process. Order forms for the video can be found on the FNSA website:
http://www.fnsa.net/about-fnsa/fnsa-committee-page/

What are some examples of BTN events?
Promoting nursing at intercity schools:
· Speak with the schools guidance counselor and set up a date to go in and talk to classes (maybe pre-clinical classes) about a career in nursing. 
· Explain what a nurse actually does and the available opportunities with nursing
· Point out how different groups of people can become nurses, for example, have a male student nurse speak to the students
· Be sure to wear your uniforms to this event because kids respond to better to respected figures
· Explain the different specialties nursing offers
· Allow time for Q&A
· Provide them with resources to follow up 
Open House:
· Invite high schools and undergrads 
· Have vendors, sponsors, and local hospitals come out to the event
· Attract people to come with prizes and awards
· Provide tours
· Display simulations and show skills learned in labs
· Have nursing videos and Power Points provided by NSNA playing in the background
· Have your Dean speak at the event
· Provide resources 
· Have a Financial Aid Representative from your school attend to provide an idea about what financial options and scholarships may be available 
Mentor Program: 
· Pair experienced students in your program with incoming students
· It provides communication and support
· Have everyone fill out a form with their likes and hobbies and pair people with similiarities
· Kick it off with a small party so everyone gets a chance to know each other
Other ways to get your school involved in BTN:
· Boys and Girls Club- go speak to them, show them skills, answer their questions about nursing
· Boy Scouts- set up a program where they can earn a patch as they learn simple nursing skills
· Undergrads- attend orientation events or pre-clinical classes, give them an overview and provide resources where they can learn more about nursing and your program

If you have a great BTN event at your school that you’d like to share please let me know and I’ll be sure to post it! Also, be ready to submit your projects for awards State Convention in October!!
