What is FNSA?

The Florida Nursing Students’ Association (FNSA) is your organization. It is a pre-professional organization for nursing students in Florida and it is currently the second largest constituent of the National Student Nurses’ Association (NSNA) in the country. With over 3,000 members, FNSA has been an organization that promotes leadership education as well as experience to hundreds of Florida’s nursing students.

As members, we all have the opportunity to serve ourselves as well as other students by running for office, whether it is at the local, state, or even national level. By sitting on the board you are given a great opportunity to take an active role in your own education. 

FNSA has received the coveted “State Excellence Award” from NSNA four times.
This award recognizes the quality and quantity of activities, including community service and political advocacy projects.

FNSA has one of the largest student conventions in the country with over 1,800 students attending. In addition to being an extremely educational experience, the opportunity to meet with other students around Florida is invaluable, as well as tremendously fun. (  There is always a fun activity planned for all students to attend.
FNSA, in cooperation with the Florida Nurses’ Foundation provides several scholarships each year to students attending Florida’s colleges and universities. 

FNSA stands apart in its faculty support.

FNSA state and school consultants provide a strong base of support and guidance for all of our FNSA members
To Join NSNA and FNSA go to www.nsna.org and complete the online application.
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For more info contact FNSA Membership Chair
Leanna Preuss at fnsa_region1@yahoo.com





What is Florida Nursing Students’ Week?

Florida Nursing Students’ Week was established to recognize the dedication and enthusiasm of Florida’s nursing students. 

In the past, the celebration has been two-fold. Students at their respective, individual schools have often chosen to conduct activities and public awareness campaigns to promote the visibility of nursing students and their current and future contributions to society. IN addition, other groups such as hospitals and faculty have sometimes chosen to coordinate activities to celebrate with students.

This year’s theme “Many Dimensions, One Profession” is a way of letting the community know that there is more to a nurse than meets the eye. Nurses are more than just a caring, compassionate healer; you are many professions all wrapped up in one. You are a teacher educating your patient , a waitress helping serve your patient in anything they may need, and you are a psychiatrist listening to your patient through the happiness and sorrows, just to name a few! As student nurses, you are a future of many dimensions!
 What Can I Do?
Membership

Join as an official member of FNSA (and ultimately NSNA) at www.nsna.org and complete an online application. As a member of FNSA, you’ll be eligible to attend FNSA meetings and receive a free subscription of The Hotline, the FNSA newsletter for Florida’s nursing students. Also, you’ll be part of an organization dedicated to community service and improving the profession of nursing, in order to ultimately improve the lives of our patients, all while having fun!

Community Service

Let’s face it; we are a group of people who love to give. Volunteering is always such a positive way to get involved in your community and to celebrate Florida Nursing Students’ Week with your community. A few ideas are:

· Volunteering for a charity walk as a group.

· Hypertension screening

· Health Fairs

· CAPS screenings

· Health Education Seminars

· Blood Drives

School Activities

Get together with your local SNA members and plan a little something to celebrate all that you have accomplished. Plan a pizza party or an ice cream social. Also, see if you can contact your school’s Student Government and ask to have Nursing Students’ Week be recognized on campus. Furthermore, give out goodie bags to the students to let them know they are appreciated. Don’t forget to thank all of your instructors for the hard work they put into your education. Most importantly, spoil yourselves because you deserve it!
Public Relations

Make your voice heard. Write to your local newspaper, or call a local radio station. Let them know what FNSA is and what it means to you. Explain to them why you want to be a nurse. Inform you school’s public relations department of all that your school’s nursing students have accomplished. 

Important note: 

Please get approval from your consultant, program dean or director before planning activities! Have them proof any correspondence or communication to the press. 
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